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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


People often talk about someone being a tough act to follow. Well such is the case of anyone who comes 
after Chuck Nicholson. His service and dedication to TOS is exemplary. To mention only two of his 
contributions: the entire Tennessee Atlas project from supervising the collection of the data to seeing the 
project through to publication in a timely manner and the outstanding award-winning website. Thank you, 
Chuck for your dedication to our organization. 

Thank you also to the Knoxville Chapter for hosting a great Spring Meeting. I hope everyone had as enjoyable 
a time as the Memphis contingent did. From the reception on Friday night through the banquet on Saturday 
night with Chan Robbins, one of the icons and a National Treasure of U.S. birding, as speaker and ending 
(for us) with the hike to Kingston Steam Plant on Sunday morning, we all had a memorable time. 

Plans are shaping up for the Fall and Spring Meetings. The Nashville Chapter has agreed to host the Fall 
Meeting. Details are included further along in the Warbler. TOS will join with the Chattanooga Chapter in 
celebrating its 50th anniversary at the Spring Meeting in May. The Winter meeting will be held at Pickwick 
Landing State Park on the Weekend of January 9-1 0. The reserved block of rooms will be held until December 
9, 2003. The toll free number is (800) 250-8615. Please mention you are with the TOS. 

Charles Muise, Chuck Nicholson from Knoxville and Linda Zempel from Memphis have agreed to serve on 
the Conservation and Funding Committee. Gaynell Perry has accepted an appointment to the Conservation 
Policy Committee. Please let me know if you are interested in serving on any of these committees. The 
Nominating Committee will be made up of Chairman Richard Connor, Rick Knight and Theresa Graham. 
Thank you all for saying yes. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any concerns and/or suggestions and I am looking forward to 
seeing you at the upcoming meetings. 

Special thanks to Donna Ward who stepped in at the last minute to take the minutes of the Annual Meeting. 


Virginia Reynolds 
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TOS FALL MEETING, NASHVILLE, TN 
OCTOBER 3-5, 2003 


The Nashville Chapter of TOS and Warner Parks is pleased to be hosting the Fall Meeting, October 3-5, 2003, with 
field trips to favorite locales such as Radnor Lake and Shelby Park and Bottoms. 

Headquarters: The Friday night registration, meeting for Saturday and Sunday field trips and compilation, Saturday 
afternoon paper session and board meeting will all be held at the beautiful, new Warner Park Nature Center at 
7333 Hwy 100 in the southwest part of town. 

Directions: Coming from the north or east, take 1 40 west of downtown, and get off at exit 199 (Old Hickory Blvd.). 
Go south on Old Hickory Blvd. 2.8 miles and turn left onto Hwy 100. The Nature Center entrance is .2 mile on the 
right. Coming from the west, take I 40 east to exit 1 96 (Hwy 70) and go south on Hwy 70 1 .9 miles to Old Hickory 
Blvd. Turn right and go 1 mile to Hwy 100. Turn left and the Nature Center entrance is .2 mile on the right. Coming 
from the south, take I 65 north to exit 74 (Old Hickory Blvd.). Go west on Old Hickory Blvd. 6.9 miles and turn left 
onto Hwy 1 00. The Nature Center entrance is .3 mile on the left. This is a new entrance to the Nature Center and 
is just a little further west on Hwy 1 00 than the former one. There are no lights here, but there are signs and stone 
pillars at the entrance. 

Lodging: There are many motels in the area, but a special rate for TOS members has been arranged with the 
following. You must call the motel direct and tell them you are with TOS. Continental breakfasts are served at all 
of these motels and there are plenty of restaurants nearby, especially on Hwy 70 between I 40 and Old Hickory 
Blvd. 

Microtel (615-662-0004); 100 Coley Davis Ct.; 14 doubles being held at $58.50 plus tax until August 30; I 40 exit 
196 (Hwy 70), south on Hwy 70 a block to motel on left. 

Hampton Inn (1-888-387-3133); 7815 Coley Davis Rd.; doubles being held at $75.00 plus tax until Sept. 15; I 40 
exit 196 (Hwy 70), south on Hwy 70 a block to motel on right. 

Super 8 Motel (615-356-6005); 6924 Charlotte Pk.; doubles at $54.00 plus tax, singles at $44.00 plus tax being 
held until October 2; I 40 exit 201 (Charlotte Pk.), west on Charlotte Pk. across from Cracker Barrel. 

Howard Johnson (615-352-7080); 6834 Charlotte Pk.; 20 doubles ($50.00 plus tax) and singles ($43.00 plus tax) 
being held until Sept. 30; I 40 exit 201 (Charlotte Pk.), east on Charlotte Pk. a block to motel on left. 

Baymont Inn and Suites (615-353-0700); 5612 Lenox Ave.; 30 rooms being held until Sept. 19, both doubles and 
singles at $54.00 plus tax.; I 40 exit 204 (White Bridge Rd.), south on White Bridge Rd. past Charlotte Rd. to 
motel on right next to Shoney’s. 

Alternate Lodging 

Comfort Inn (1-800-228-51 50V I 40 exit 204. 

Best Western (615-354-1711); rooms $69.00 plus tax; I 40 exit 204. 

Days Inn (61 5-356-91 00); doubles $55.00 plus tax, singles $ 52.00 plus tax; I 40 exit 204. 

Hampton Inn (615-373-2212); doubles $79.00 plus tax; I 65 exit 74. 

Holiday Inn (615-373-2600); 1 65 exit 74. 

Amerisuites Hotel (1-800-833-1516); doubles $85.00 plus tax; I 65 exit 74. 
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Registration: $5.00 at the door Friday night. 

The paper session, consisting of a series of presentations describing recently completed and ongoing studies 
of Tennessee birds, will be held Saturday afternoon. If you wish to make a presentation, contact Chuck 
Nicholson at PO Box 402, Norris, TN 37828-0402 or cpnichol@bellsouth.net . 

Schedule of Events 

Friday. Oct. 3 

6:30-9:00 PM Registration and refreshments at Warner Park Nature Center, 7333 Hwy 100. Sign up for 
field trips. 

Saturday, Oct. 4 

7:00AM Field trips depart from Warner Park Nature Center parking lot. 

1 :30 PM Paper session at Warner Park Nature Center. 

4:30 PM Board Meeting at Warner Park Nature Center. 

Sunday, Oct. 5 

7:00AM Field trips depart from Warner Park Nature Center parking lot. 

Noon Compilation in back of Warner Park Nature Center. 

Check the TOS web site at www.tnbirds.org for the latest information on the 2003 Fall Meeting. 


This year’s North American Migration Count data is past due. If you have data from the NAMC this 
past May 1 0, 1 would like to have it sent in as soon as possible. It can be sent to me at Ron Hoff, 282 
Hackworth Ln., Clinton, TN 37716, or it can be emailed to me at dollyron@esper.com . In addition to 
the actual species tallied, every count needs to have what’s called the effort data. This includes 
hours and miles by car, foot, owling, and any other method (as canoe, horse, etc.). Feeder watchers 
and hours at feeders are also needed, but are considered a separate category and need to be kept 
separate from the field data. The other information needed is the weather data, times of the count 
(as 0600-1900), and the names of all the participants. 

All compilers/participants/observers are encouraged to keep a copy of their data in case it gets lost 
in computer land or in the regular mail. This has happened before and it negates the hard effort of 
the participants. Another thing that makes the data more useful is if the compiler can tell me any 
historical data about that particular count. I simply can’t keep up with all the counts and I feel the 
historical data makes the significance of specific data more meaningful to readers of the MIGRANT. 
An example of what I mean is something like... ’’this was the 60th consecutive count by this chapter”, 
or ....’’Black-billed Cuckoo was new to the count”, or ....’’this was the lowest number of American 
Crows in the history of this count”. Some compilers do a great job doing this and I would like to 
encourage other compilers to follow suit. As always, thanks to all participants for helping out with 
these counts. The effort and data is much appreciated. 


r 


North American Migration Count 


■\ 



Ron Hoff 

TOS state compiler 


y 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


The CHATTANOOGA CHAPTER is proud to 
announce that we will be hosting the Spring TOS 
Meeting April 30 - May 2, 2004. Details will be 
forthcoming. We hope everyone can join us in The 
Scenic City to help our chapter celebrate its 50th 
anniversary! 

The Chattanooga Chapter has also elected a new 
slate of board members for the next year: 

President - David Aborn; Vice President, Programs, 
Danny Gaddy; Vice President, Field Trips, Harold 
Birch; Secretary, Vickie Leather; Treasurer, Cathy 
Lockwitz; Historian, David Spicer; Statistician, Kevin 
Calhoon 

We are looking forward to a fun and exciting year! 

David Aborn 


The BRISTOL BIRD CLUB has just elected officers 
for 2003-2004: 

President, Dave Worley; Vice President, Larry 
McDaniel; Secretary, Diana Worley; Treasurer, 
Janice Martin; Curator-Wallace, Coffey 

We have our picnic planned for June 28 and expect a 
good crowd. 

Our annual banquet is planned for September 19, 
speaker unknown as yet. 

We are looking forward to the Mendota Hawk Watch 
in September and hope some of you will come join 
us. 

Lots of our members have been on birding trips this 
year. Janice Martin & Ruth Smith made the pilgrimage 
to Arizona; Rack Cross, Bob Quillen & Dave Worley 
to Texas; Larry McDaniel & Janet Brown to Costa Rica 
and others that will probably get mad because I can 
not remember right now. 

Good birding to all. 

Dave Worley 


GREENEVILLE CHAPTER - Migration in Greene 
County seemed to be more erratic than usual this 
spring, perhaps due to prolonged cold periods and 
frequent rain. Early dates were recorded for several 
species, while some lingered in the area much later 
than expected. Few large waves of movement were 
observed. 

Noteworthy observations in the spring count season 
included the following: Great Egret (March 29), Cattle 
Egret (March 22 and a short while thereafter), Greater 
Yellowlegs (March 8 and after, 5-12 birds), Pectoral 
Sandpiper (March 8 and after, 1-7 birds), Willet (May 
5), Baird’s Sandpiper (4 on May 24), Ruffed Grouse 
(female with 5 downy young on May 1 9), Chuck-will’s- 
widow (reported from 2 sites in May), Willow 
Flycatcher (May 28-29), Horned Lark (May 24 and 26, 
2-3 singing males), Philadelphia Vireo (May 27), Marsh 
Wren (March 8), Cerulean Warbler (May 8), 
Swainson’s Warbler (2 on May 10), and Northern 
Waterthrush (May 10 and 12). 

The Chapter’s annual shorebird trip to Rankin Wildlife 
Management Area in Cocke County is scheduled for 
the afternoon of Sunday, August 31 . The annual fall 
countwill take place on Saturday, September 13. Extra 
counters are needed! 

Contact Chapter President Don Miller (423-639-4100; 
raincrow@xtn.net ) or Vice-President Jim Holt (423- 
639-0525; jimbouh@adelphia.net ) if interested. 

Don Miller 


MEMPHIS CHAPTER - At the club’s May meeting, 
the following slate of officers were elected: President 
- Rob Peeples; Vice President - Margaret Jefferson; 
Treasurer - Carolyn Bullock; Recording Secretary - 
Knox Martin; Corresponding Secretary - Don Preston; 
Curator - Rob Peeples; Local Directors - Debbie Bruce 
& Richard Larrimore; State Directors - Theresa 
Graham, George & Jeanne Payne. 

Also, the chapter moved to fund an educational nature 
program for youth known as “Critter Crates.” Reelfoot 
NWR and The Friends of West Tennessee Refuges 
sponsor this program. Of the series available, we 
agreed to purchase the “Raptors” version. 
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CHAPTER NEWS 


For his work in raptor rehabilitation, MTOS chapter 
member Knox Martin was awarded the National 
Conservation Medal by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution on May 10. 

That same day, twenty of our members participated 
in the spring national migratory bird day count. There 
were 130 species found in Shelby County, including 
an Anhinga, 90 Black-necked Stilts, a Black-billed 
Cuckoo and 25 species of warblers, plus a nesting 
colony of 30 Bank Swallows at Mud Island. 

Also this spring, Cliff Swallows have again been found 
nesting along the Wolf River in Memphis in large 
numbers, after last year’s initial discovery. At Memphis’ 
famous EARTH Complex, such rare delights as 
Marbled Godwit and Red-necked Phalarope were 
noted, while Western Kingbirds and Painted Buntings 
have returned for the summer. 

Rob Peeples 


NASHVILLE CHAPTER - Thirty-nine birders 
participated in the Nashville Spring Count on May 1 0, 
with cloudy skies and high winds prevailing. We had 
a total of 143 species, down from 156 last year, but 
up from 1 35 in 2001 . Rivers and lakes were very high 
after all the recent storms. Five counties (Davidson, 
Williamson, Rutherford, Sumner, and Cheatham) 
were included in the count, and the Bell’s Bend area 
was added this year. Birds of interest were 11 Great 
Egrets, 41 Cattle Egrets, 2 Hooded Mergansers, 3 
Ospreys, 1 Bald Eagle at Bell’s Bend, 1 Peregrine 
Falcon at Percy Priest, 1 American Woodcock (only 
5 shorebird species), 7 Caspian Terns, 1 Common 
Tern, 10 Forster’s Terns, all woodpeckers including 1 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Willow Flycatchers in 
Cheatham and Williamson counties, all swallows 
except Bank, 4 Bewick’s Wrens, 1 late Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, all thrushes except Hermit, no 
Loggerhead Shrikes, all vireos except Blue-headed, 
30 species of warblers (but very low numbers for the 
non-breeding warblers), 23 Blue Grosbeaks, 3 Lark 
Sparrows, 3 Savannah Sparrows, 15 Grasshopper 


Sparrows, 2 White-crowned Sparrows, 6 White- 
throated Sparrows, and only 5 Baltimore Orioles. 
Three species were added during Count Week: 1 
White-rumped Sandpiper at Bell’s Bend, 11 Bobolinks, 
and 1 Vesper Sparrow. 

New officers were elected in May and will begin their 
2-year terms in September: President: Richard 
Connors; Program Chair: Melinda Welton; Field Trips 
Chair: Gary Casey; Secretary: Janeth McKendrick; 
Treasurer: Susan Hollyday; Curator: Phillip Casteel. 

We’ve had some wonderful field trips lately, including 
a trip to Ft. Campbell in May led by Daniel Moss, who 
is currently doing grassland bird research there. We 
had scope looks at singing Grasshopper Sparrows, 
Henslow’s Sparrows, Dickcissels, Lark Sparrow, and 
a great comparison of Blue Grosbeak and Indigo 
Bunting in the same sapling. A few Bobolinks were 
still in the area then, and have continued to stay at 
least through June 16. 

We are pleased to host the 2003 TOS State Fall 
Meeting in Nashville on October 3-5 and hope many 
of you can make it. 

Jan Shaw 

In Memory 

Long-time TOS member David Hassler, from 
Byrdstown, passed away in his sleep in May. 

He is survived by his wife Robbie, also a long- 
time TOS member. 

Dave & Robbie are well known for their 
observations of migrating Sandhill Cranes 
over Pickett County and wintering Bald Eagles 
at Dale Hollow Lake, as well as a strutting 
Ruffed Grouse attracted to the sound of their 
farm tractor (Migrant 39:17, 1968). 

Dave will be well remembered and missed by 
his many friends. 

Our love and sympathy to Robbie and other 
family members. 
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MESSAGE FROM TROY ETTEL 

I will be leaving my position as State Ornithologist with 
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency effective 
July 18, 2003. 1 have accepted the position of Director 
of Conservation with New Jersey Audubon, an 
independent, not-for-profit bird conservation 
organization well known to the birding community for 
the World Series of Birding, which they sponsor every 
year. 

Since I announced my resignation from TWRA, I have 
received an outpouring of sincere and appreciative 
support and thanks from TOS members across the 
state. I want to take this opportunity to say thanks to 
all of you. The success that the nongame bird program 
has had during my tenure is a direct result of the 
enthusiasm, support, and passion of bird enthusiasts 
all across the state. Tennessee is developing a 
reputation as a place where birders care about bird 
conservation and don’t just sit back and talk about it - 
rather you put words into action. It has been a pleasure 
to be a part of your initiative, started long before I 
arrived, and to know that it will continue long after I 
am gone. Tennessee birds need your help more today 
than ever. Loss of the Wetlands Acquisition Funds 
during the legislative budget process was a critical 
blow. Our legislators across the state need to know 
that we need those funds back and many more 
besides them. Please let them know what a serious 
mistake they have made in taking these funds away 
and how great the needs are. 

Good luck to you all and thank you. 

Troy Ettel 


CONSERVATION REPORT 

Coal Mining 

The Cerulean Warbler reaches its highest breeding 
densities in the coal country of the Cumberland Moun- 
tains of Tennessee. Ceruleans are attracted to the 
hardwood forest on the steep slopes that happen to 
overlay the coal and as a species listed In Need of 
Management in the state, conservation efforts for this 
warbler will be tied to coal mining practices for as 
long as Cumberland Mountain coal is needed for 
power plants in the southeast. 


The demand for Tennessee’s high sulfur coal is 
expected to sharply increase in the near future as TVA 
and other energy producers add new smokestack 
scrubbers to their existing coal fired power plants. 
Much of this new mining will be surface mining and 
the scale of current surface mines requires the 
removal of 100’s of acres of hardwood forest habitat. 

The Tennessee Ornithological Society has been 
involved in two actions since the last issue of the 
Warbler related to the potential conflicts between coal 
mining activities and Cerulean Warblers. 

1) Cerulean Warbler Habitat Quality Model . Dr. David 
Buehler, University of Tennessee and Randy 
Dettmers, USFWS are in the process of creating a 
model using data collected by Melinda Welton and 
others during the Cerulean Warbler Atlas Project that 
will predict where the highest quality Cerulean Warbler 
habitat is within the Cumberland Mountains. 

The TOS Conservation and Research Funding 
Committee 2002 Award to Melinda Welton helped to 
fund elevational transect surveys that will be used to 
validate this model. These surveys were completed 
in the spring of 2003 and the completion of the model 
is expected later this fall. If the model is successful in 
its predictions, every effort will be made to integrate 
this information into forestry and mineral extraction 
plans being developed by private, state and federal 
agencies to reduce or avoid Cerulean Warbler habitat 
loss. 

2) Environmental Impact Statement governing coal 
mining on Royal Blue Wildlife Management Area. 
Partly as a result of efforts coordinated by TOS earlier 
this year, TVA has agreed to suspend all new coal 
mining leases on Royal Blue WMA until after they have 
completed a full Environmental Impact Statement. The 
scoping period for the EIS, when the public is invited 
to recommend specific issues that they would like 
TVA to address in the EIS, ended June 15th. 

The TOS Conservation Policy Committee drafted 
comments that TOS, the American Bird Conservancy, 
Tennessee Environmental Council and the Southern 
Alliance for Clean Energy co-signed and submitted to 
TVA. A copy of these comments should be available 
on the TOS website in the near future 
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Article reprinted from The Birder Conservationist 
An Electronic ABA Newsletter, 

Volume 2, No. 5 - May 2003 


“DUCK STAMP” PROCEEDS ARE ACQUIRING REFUGE WETLANDS 


At its early spring meeting in Washington, D.C., the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission approved the acquisition of 
3, 1 60 acres of migratory bird habitat to be added to the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. Nearly $3.7 million in funds generated 
from the sale of Federal Duck Stamps (the “Migratory Bird 
Hunting and Conservation Stamp”) will be used to add land to 
eight different National Wildlife Refuges across the country. 

Refuges benefitting from decisions made at the meeting were 
Alamosa NWR in Colorado (638 acres), Blackwater NWR in 
Maryland (89 acres), Cape May NWR in New Jersey (91 acres), 
Horicon NWR in Wisconsin (40 acres), Moosehorn NWR in 
Maine (1,084 acres), Chickasaw NWR in Tennessee (609 
acres), Conboy Lake NWR in Washington (60 acres), and Trinity 
River NWR in Texas (549 acres). 

Unfortunately, not enough birders know about the activities of 
the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission and the use of 
these stamp revenues. 

The Migratory Bird Conservation Act of 1929 established the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Commission to approve waterfowl 
breeding, wintering, and migration habitat to be purchased for 
the refuge system with monies from the Migratory Bird 
Conservation Fund. The fund is supported by revenue collected 
from the sale of Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation (Duck) 
Stamps, refuge entrance fees, ammunition duties, among other 
fees. Since the first sale of the Duck Stamp in 1934, an estimated 
$675 million has been raised to purchase over 5 million acres of 
wetlands for the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission meets three times 
a year to approve funding proposals. Permanent Commission 
members are Secretary of Interior Gale Norton, Senators Thad 
Cochran (R-MS) and John Breaux (D-LA); Representatives John 
Dingell (D-MI)and Curt Weldon (R-PA); Secretary of Agriculture 
Ann Veneman; and Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Christine Todd Whitman. 



Brush and ink drawing of Mallards by Jay N. 
“Ding” Darling, a famous cartoonist and 
noted conservationist. The artist was chief 
of the Biological Survey, a precursor of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, from 1 934 to 
1936. “Ding” conceived the idea of using 
duck stamps to raise money for the purchase 
of wetlands. (Deceased) 



The 2002-2003 federal duck stamp features 
the Black Scoter by Joe Hautman. 
Hautman became a professional artist after 
winning the 1991 Federal duck Stamp 
contest. Following his 2001 contest win, 
he partnered with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and other private entities 
to establish the Joe Hautman Habitat 
Restoration Project in Minnesota. 


Want to get a Federal Duck Stamp quickly? Stamps are available at many post offices and retail stores 
that carry sporting goods. Or, Go online or pick up the phone and the stamps will be mailed to you. 
http://www.duckstamp.com OR 1-800-852-4897— http://usps.com OR 1-800-STAMP-24 
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Knox Martin Awarded National Conservation Medal 

Memphis TOS Chapter member Knox Martin was awarded the 
National Conservation Medal by the River City Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution in a luncheon ceremony 
on May 10. The award is given to an individual with a 
distinguished conservation record. During the presentation, 

Regent Becky Trafford stated that no one could be more 
deserving of this honor than Knox Martin. Knox has worked for 
1 7 years at the Memphis Zoo. He has been involved with the 
raptor rehab program for 1 6 years and served as Coordinator 
of the program for 1 5 year. He rescues and rehabs dozens of 
injured birds of prey each year. He has served the Tennessee 
Ornithological Society as Secretary since 1997 and also holds 
the position of recording secretary in Memphis TOS chapter. 

Knox has been a National Wildlife Refuge Association member since 1987 and is a member of the National 
Audubon Society, International Wildlife Rehabilitators Council, ABA, and International Crane Foundation. 
He volunteered with the eagle hacking program at Reelfoot Lake back in the late 1980’s. In addition, he 
serves on the Board of Directors of Exotic Animal Rescue League. 

Knox has raised birds for over 40 years, and has a Mealy Amazon parrot that he bought almost 30 years 
ago. At one time he had over 500 finches. Congratulations, Knox! 



f OCTOBER. 31 th DEADLINE 


A 



New Address 

The new TOS P.O. Box is: 

P.O. Box 198704 
Nashville, TN 37219-8704 


The deadline date for the December issue of 
The Tennessee Warbler is October 31 th . 
Please submit all articles, announcements, 
reports and items of interest by this deadline 
date. 


Submit Material To: 

Theresa Graham, Editor 
PO Box 366, Oakland TN 38060 
(901) 465-4263 (home) 
(901)748-9324 (fax) 
e-mail: 2graham@bellsouth.net 
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